2018
Programme

Didòmhnaich 1 gu Dihaoine 6 an t-Iuchar

Sunday 1 July - Friday 6 July
a week-long festival celebrating Tiree’s traditional culture

ar ceòl, ar cànan ’s ar dualchas

our music, our language, our culture

Taic | Contact
We want you to have a special week. If you need anything, feel welcome to ask a committee member at
the school or An Talla, or contact Jules on 07578671517.

Oideachadh | Classes
This year, as always, we have an excellent group of talented tutors. Classes are held in Tiree High
School in Cornaigmore, Monday to Friday. Come along to sing, play a tune, make a film, have a Gaelic
conversation or play a sport. What better way to learn more
about Tiree’s traditional culture?
Classes this year are: pipes and chanter, clarsach, fiddle,
guitar, drums, Gaelic singing, accordion, keyboard, flute and
whistle, Gaelic conversation, film-making and sport. All
children (aged 9 and over) and adults are very welcome to
come to the main Fèis.
For our younger participants, Fèis Bheag will run for the full
Fèis day - 10.30 am to 3.00 pm – and will be open to all kids
aged 5-8, whether or not they have Gaelic.
For those under 5 years old there will be activity sessions
every day from 10.45–11.15 with games, songs and rhymes led
by Donna MacLean.

Booking forms for the main Fèis, Fèis Bheag and Fèis Bheag Bheag
are available on our website, our Facebook page, at Tiree School, or
by contacting Jules. The closing date for returning booking forms is
Wednesday 27th June. If you have missed this deadline, please
contact Jules to arrange a late booking.

Taic Airgid | Financial Support
Fèis Thiriodh gratefully acknowledges a grant from Fèisean nan
Gàidheal.
Tiree Trust Windfall funding was gratefully received to help
complete our new PA system.

Donations of raffle prizes are always greatly appreciated.

Luchd-teagaisg | Tutors
Josie Burgess (Spòrs | Sports)
Originally from South Uist, Josie works in
Glasgow as a Gàidhlig secondary teacher at Sgoil
Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu. She is a co-presenter on BBC
Radio nan Gàidheal's Spòrs na Seachdain.

Màrtainn Skene (Bogsa | Accordion)
Màrtainn is from North Lochaber, brought up
amongst a mix of trad and classical music and
dance. He plays accordion, piano and cello full
time with the Màrtainn Skene Highland Dance
Band and the Donald Black Band, in the thriving
dance scene in Glasgow during the winter, and
up west during the summer months: Tiree being
the highlight this year!
Alastair MacLean (A’ Phìob-Mhòr agus Feadan |
Pipes and Chanter)
From Oban, Ally plays pipes and whistle and is
currently studying BMus in Traditional Music at
the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland. He is a
member of the National Youth Pipe Band and
plays with The Glasgow Skye Association Pipe
Band too.

Kenny Rankin (Giotàr | Guitar)
Kenny Rankin grew up in Lochalsh, surrounded
by Gàidhlig music from a young age, but he only
started playing guitar aged fourteen. Since then
he has completed an Applied Music degree with
UHI, and performed with a variety of bands in
the world of Scottish traditional music. Most
recently he became involved with the Uistbased group 'Hecla'.
Alasdair Satchel (A’ Dèanamh Fhilmichean | Film
making)
Alasdair is a film and theatre maker based on
the Isle of Mull. He's currently making a
documentary about the Isle of Ulva's quest for
self-determination and community buyout.
John Holliday (Duiseal | Flute and Fìdeag |
Whistle)
John has been teaching the flute and whistle on
Tiree and at Fèis Thiriodh for many years. He
was the doctor on Tiree for over 30 years, and is
still known locally known as ‘The Doc’.

Iain
MacKinnon
(Còmhradh
|
Gaelic
Conversation)
A native of Tiree and a fluent Gaelic speaker,
Iain is now retired after working in Aberdeen
and able to pursue his interests, which include
traditional Gaelic music and its culture.
Tara Rankin (Meur-chlàr agus Dannsa Ceum |
Keyboard and Stepdance)
Tara Rankin was born and raised in Mabou,
Cape Breton, Canada. In 2006 Tara moved to
Scotland to study Gaelic at Sabhal Mòr Ostaig,
where in 2007 she met her partner John Angus
MacKinnon from Kilmoluaig. She visits Tiree
frequently with John Angus, and they currently
reside in Glasgow. Tara is the Manager of
Òganan Ghlaschu, a Gaelic childcare service in
Glasgow.

Ally Murray (Drumaichean | Drums)
Coming from Kyle of Lochalsh, Ally has been
performing with Tiree band Skipinnish for nearly
10 years. Although now performing mainly on
pipes and whistles Alasdair still performs
regularly on drums with other bands
throughout Scotland.

Conservatoire of Scotland, and is tutored by
James Ross and Marie Fielding. Anna’s parents
Michael and Joannie Garvin are past Fèis
Thiriodh tutors of accordion and fiddle.
Donna MacLean (Fèis Bheag)
Donna is Tiree born and bred and currently
works for Tiree Trust as the Music and Culture
Coordinator. She has been assisting Fèis
Thiriodh for the past 5 years and will this year be
leading Fèis Bheag and Fèis Bheag Bheag. She’ll
be no stranger to the local children as during
term time she runs the weekly Sradagan session
and Gaelic Club at the school.
Anna MacDonald (Clàrsach | Clarsach)
Anna is from Ruaig and has recently graduated
with an Applied Music degree through UHI,
focusing on clarsach, Gàidhlig song and
traditional music. She was lucky to grow up in
such a musically encouraging community,
attending Fèis Thiriodh since she was wee, and
is looking forward to teaching clarsach this year.
Anna features on her brother's new album The
Pipeslang and plays and sings with different
bands, and with her partner Kenny Rankin.
Kenny Nicolson (Seinn | Gaelic Singing)
From the Isle of Lewis, Kenny was a primary
teacher in Tiree for three years, and enjoyed our
rich musical culture. Kenny has sung traditional
Gaelic songs at ceilidhs, Mods and various
functions from a young age. Currently re-tuning
his vocals after living in Qatar, he is excited to
encourage children to participate in, and enjoy,
their rich Gaelic language and culture this
summer.
Anna Garvin (Fìdheall | Fiddle)
Anna is a piano and fiddle player from Oban,
with grandparents from Barra and Tiree. She is
greatly influenced by the traditional music of
the West coast of Scotland, as well as
contemporary folk music. An alumnus of Fèis
Latharna Cèilidh Trail in Oban, she has
performed all over Argyll and beyond. She is
now a student of the prestigious Royal

Mhairi MacKinnon (Fèis Bheag)
From Balephetrish, Mhairi left Tiree to study
Gaelic media at Sabhal Mòr Ostaig and
completed her post grad in Gaelic primary
teaching. Mhairi now works in a primary 1–3
Gaelic class.
Adam Smith (Fèis Bheag)
Adam hails from Crossapol and is no stranger to
Fèis Thiriodh. Now a Gaelic Primary teacher in
Glasgow Adam will be returning to work with
Fèis Bheag again this year.
Emma MacKinnon (Fèis Bheag)
Emma is from Scarinish and is a fluent Gaelic
speaker. She spent some time working in the
Bank and in Gaelic Pre 5 before moving to
Glasgow where she now works as a Sales
Executive for Arnold Clark.

Tachartasan | Events
Didòmhnaich | Sunday 1 July | 2.30pm
A guided walk around the archaeology of Vaul
Dr John Holliday will lead a walk to the Iron Age Dùn Beag and Dùn Mòr Bhalla (fully excavated in 1962),
the enigmatic remains nearby that include a probable small Viking farm and the hidden fank.
Please park on the machair beyond the third hole of the golf course,
from where a shuttle car will take you to the brochs.

DONATIONS WELCOME

Diluain | Monday 2 July | 7.30pm
Farpais–cheist | Tiree Quiz
An Talla | Crossapol
Find out how much you know about Tiree! We are kicking off Fèis Thiriodh 2018 with a convivial evening
of questions and photos to challenge your knowledge of Tiree’s culture, geography, history, language,
flora and fauna, all helped along with a cuppa and the legendary Tiree baking. Teams of up to five.

ADMISSION £5 per ADULT | £2.50 UNDER 16s

Dimàirt | Tuesday 3 July | 4pm
Machair Walk
New for Fèis 2018 in collaboration with the Tiree
Ranger Service, we will be going on a Gaelic
exploration of our Machair habitat. During the
short walk, we’ll be talking about what machair is
and how it forms, in addition to learning some
Gaelic names.
For the meeting point and to register, please
email: ranger@tireetrust.org.uk

DONATIONS WELCOME

Dimàirt | Tuesday 3 July | 7.30pm
Ceòl agus Craic | Pub Session
Lodge Hotel
An informal session led by the Fèis tutors. Bring
your instrument and join in!
(Please note 18+ only from 10pm onwards.)

FREE ADMISSION

Diciadain | Wednesday 4 July | 7 – 9pm
Dannsa na Cloinne | Children’s Dance with Màrtainn Skene & Band
An Talla | Crossapol
Children and adults are all welcome to dance along to the great music, and if you don’t like dancing you
can always join in with the games. Don’t be late if you want a table!
Raffle. Juice and crisps will be on sale.

ADMISSION £5 ADULTS | £2.50 CHILDREN | BABIES IN ARMS – FREE

Diardaoin | Thursday 5 July | 7.30pm
Cèilidh an Luchd-Teagaisg | Tutor’s Concert
An Talla | Crossapol
With a fabulously talented line up of musicians tutoring at this year’s Fèis, this concert is certainly not
one to be missed. An entertaining evening of songs, tunes and fun! Under 18s must be accompanied by
a responsible adult.
Licensed. Raffle.

ADMISSION £8 ADULTS | £5 UNDER 16s | FREE FOR UNDER 16s FEIS PARTICIPANTS

Dihaoine | Friday 6 July | 9.00pm – 1am
Dannsa na Fèise | Finale Dance with music from Màrtainn Skene & Band
An Talla | Crossapol
What better way to end Fèis week than dancing the night away to the music this year’s tutors. This
dance is always a highlight of the local events calendar. 14 years old and over. Under 18s must be
accompanied by a responsible adult.
Licensed. Raffle.

ADMISSION £10

The island of Tiree is known for many things: sunshine, barley, crofting, machair, shellsand beaches and surf seas. But an increasingly forgotten part of its heritage is the
island’s traditional music, poetry and songs.
During the summer of 2011 Fèis Thiriodh asked islanders and visitors to list their favourite
songs written by Tiree people.
This book was compiled to re-invigorate our tradition by producing twenty Tiree songs
(listed in order of popularity) in a modern notation with translations, notes and music.

**AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE AT SPECIAL PRICE £8**
AT ALL FÈIS EVENTS

